[Interstitial pneumonia induced by interferon therapy in type C hepatitis].
Interstitial pneumonia is known as one of the serious side effect of drugs. Recently, many investigators have reported that interstitial pneumonia (IP) which occurred during interferon (IFN) therapy for type C chronic hepatitis, and its appearance rate is considered to be more than 0.2% of patients who receive IFN. Though the mechanisms of IP during IFN therapy remains to be elucidated, one of the possible explanations is that excessive focal immune response in the lung derived from IFN might leads to the inflammation. For safe treatment, we must recognize that IFN induces IP during IFN therapy and give attention to its occurrence.